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Viola tic na of Human Rights 



Reports of ;gruss violatiojis of liman right* in Chile 
which had nearly ceased earlier this year, are again on 


. ,a reverting to the practices that have Jeopardised 
its international standing since the 1971 coup. 

This backsliding cow sa at a particularly bad time 
for Chile , since apparent improvement in the human rights 
situation waa helping improve its image abroad. Critics 
will now have additional aimunition for their attacks on 
the Chilean regime and 
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Ch He 1 a national 
Intel llgenca airector- 
ate is apparently be- 
hind the recent in- 
crease in torture, il- 
legal detentions, and 
unexplained *disap- 
pearancsH.* The biruc- 
tor ate 1 a chief, Colo- 
nel Hanuel Contreras, 
is a close confidant 
of Pinochet, who ac- 
claimed the organic*- 
tion in a recent press 
interview for ita •‘do" 
ciaive roLe p in bring- 
ing extremism under 
control, Contreras 
answers directly to 
the President, and It 
ia unlikely that he 
would act without the 
knowledge and approval 
of hie superior- 
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24 May 1977 



